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July 28, 2024

Adopt-a-Park x Run with Across Kick-off Ceremony

Across U-hub hosted Adopt-a-Park x Run with Across Kick-off Ceremony today, a press
conference to unveil our new initiative for the adoption of Risebrough Park and our Run with
Across event to be kicked-off with a series of running practice from July 28.

These initiatives aim to empower youth, encourage community involvement, and foster a sense
of responsibility towards maintaining and enhancing public spaces while developing a regular
running habit in leisure time. These programs are also part of our signature volunteer program
developed for decades - an implementation of “youth-led” leadership development model to
nurture volunteers through its authentic, experiential leadership training platform.

Ms. Kitty Chan, Across U-hub Board of Directors & Marathon Run Fundraising Committee
Member, commenced the event by delivering a welcoming speech. “Today, we take a significant
step towards environmental stewardship and community engagement with the launch of our
Adopt-a-Park initiative,” she said.

Special Assistant of MPP Logan Kanapathi, Markham-Thornhill presented a Certificate of
Appreciation at the Kick-off Ceremony, highlighting the importance of community involvement
in making our community a better place.

MPP Billy Pang from Markham-Unionville, who could not attend the event, shared his greetings
by the MC, “Through activities such as cleaning up our neighbourhoods and parks, youth
volunteers learn how to appreciate and treasure our nature.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Chan, City of Markham; Councillor Isa Lee, Ward 8, City of Markham; and
Councillor Amanda Yeung Collucci, Ward 6, City of Markham also shared some words of
encouragement for the youth and runners in the Kick-off Ceremony, highlighting the collective
efforts to create a greener and more sustainable community.

Maggie Wan and Moses Mui, volunteer representatives of Across U-hub made the Youth Pledge
of Adopting Risebrough Park, expressing their dedication to this initiative. "We pledge to act as
park ambassadors, to conduct clean-ups and visits regularly to maintain Risebrough Park clean,
safe, and well-maintained for the neighbour. We promise to encourage the public participation
of recreation activities in the park in order to enhance their health and wellbeing," the volunteers
affirmed.
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Details of the Two Initiatives:

e Adoption of Risebrough Park:
Starting from January 2024, Across U-hub has adopted Risebrough Park in our
neighbourhood through the City of Markham’s Adopt-a-Park Program. Young volunteers
started to plan the activities to maintain, beautify, enhance, and keep the Park safe for
everyone to enjoy. Several rounds of Cleanup and Park Watch has been conducted since
April, to pick up garbage and recyclables with the youth and high school students.

¢ Run with Across:
An annual running event kicking-off a three-month training program with coach guidance
from July 28, culminating in the “Across U-hub’s Friends and Family 5K Run” on October
6, as well as the TCS Toronto Waterfront Marathon on October 19-20. These series of
event promote health, wellness, and community spirit, while fundraising for Across U-hub.

We invite all community members to join us in these two ongoing programs, supporting our
youth as they lead by example in maintaining and improving Risebrough Park. Together, we can
foster a sense of pride and ownership in our shared public spaces, ensuring they remain beautiful
and accessible for everyone.

For more information about our work and programs, please call 905-944-1944, or find us at our
website. You can also visit us on Facebook or Instagram.
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